
 
 

 

Our older students also enhance their Dutch skills through 
writing a newspaper, holding debates, and drama exercises, 
including writing original skits and performing them for 
younger students and families at culture days.  At our school 
Sinterklaasfeest, a class band performed Sinterklaasliedjes 
for the Sint himself (below left), and another class made 
arrangements to ensure Pieten would be available to assist 
Sinterklaas during his school visit. The audience (above) 
thoroughly enjoys these performances. 
 

 

De Boekenwurm: Update on Year Three 
 
With only three months before the end of school, De 
Boekenwurm students are busy as ever with their 
language learning and cultural activities.  In addition to 
the Peuter Groep and Kleuter Groep for our youngest 
children, we have 2 age-grouped classes for Dutch as a 
second language, and 3 age-grouped classes for our 
Dutch speakers.  This winter 3 of our students moved to 
the Netherlands, yet our numbers continue to grow with 
new students who’ve enrolled since the New Year. 
 
The Peuter Groep’s focus is play and social time for 
children 0-3 years and their parents. The class agenda 
has been recently enhanced to include some fun 
activities around letter and sound recognition, helping to 
prepare the older Peuters for transition to the Kleuter 
Groep. While the Kleuter Groep is the first academic 
level, learning takes place through play and activities, 
using materials specifically developed in the Netherlands 
for pre-reading skills development.  In one recent activity, 
the Kleuters had the opportunity to learn about the Euro 
while enhancing their vocabulary.  They set up a grocery 
store, complete with cashiers and baggers and took turns 
playing different roles.  Everyone had fun! 
 
Students age 6 and above are making wonderful 
progress with their language skills. While most of their 
class time is geared toward formal learning, the 
curriculum and materials are full of hand-on activities and 
our teachers insert additional fun learning games as well.  
This year, each child is receiving a monthly Dutch 
educational magazine for their age level to take home 
with them.  These are proving very popular and has 
motivated some reluctant Dutch readers to read more.   
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Photos by Sara Payne 



 
 

�

� �� �� �� �� 	
 ���
 ��� � � � �� ��
� � 	
 � �� 	
 
 � �� ��� �	� � � � � � �

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
� �

�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

+� � � � , � -  � � . - / �  " 0� 1� ' � * , � - 0 � . � - � 0/ 0� �
! � � � ��, �$� � 2� � # � � � 3 � � � � � � 	 
 � � 	 �

� � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � 
 � � #�
 

� � $�� � �4$� � 
 �&� � �� �
-  � � . - / �  " 0� 1�$� � 2� � # � � � 3 � � � � � � 	 
 � � 	 �
�

5 � � �5 � � � � 
 � � � � � � 	 � � � �
- 0 � " � " � " .  � 1� � � � � � � � � 3 � 	 	 $�
 � � 	 �
�

� � � � �+� � � � 
 �6� � � � � � � � � �
7- " � 0� / � 7� 7� 1� � � � �2� � � 3 � � � � � � 	 
 � � 	 �


 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � 
 � �

� � � � � � � � � � 	 
 ( 8 � � � 	 � � �� � � � # � �� 	 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � 
 � � � �� � � � � � ��� �� � 	 � � �9� � � � � � � �� � � � � �� �� ) � �*�  ! ! " #$ �� � � �%
 � � � �  ! ! " �
 

� � 
 � �
 � � � 
� � � ! � �	 � � , � � � � � �+� � � � �

+� � 	 � �: � � ���� � � ; � � � � � � , � � � � �< � � 2� � # � � � �
0.  - �+�� � � � � 	 � ; � � 
 � � 
 
 � � �� � � � � � ��� 
 � � � �00�  / �

 

 
�
 �

�� 
 � �� � �� 
 � � � �
 � � �� � � � � � �

�

�

�Making masks & crowns 

�
����������All dressed up! 

�
Two princesses 

�

 Dancing, music and more crafts 

Groep 6/7 performing 
an original play about 
Carnaval for a very 
appreciative audience 
of younger students 
and families 

 

In February, de Boekenwurm 
students and their families 
enjoyed some Dutch traditional 
Carnaval celebrations, including 
festive music, mask & crown 
making, dress-up, food and fun! 


