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Dear Members and Friends of NAAM, 
  
Coming soon is the annual Festival of Nations, held at RiverCentre in Saint Paul 
on April 21-24, 2005.  Shawn Corwin, chairperson of NAAM's participation in the 
Festival, estimates that about 600 telephone calls will be placed to NAAM 
members requesting your volunteer assistance in the various areas.  The Dutch 
features at the Festival include a cafe, bazaar shop, a cultural exhibit, 
folkdancers, and a wooden shoe maker's shop.  Your willing help in one of these 
areas is needed and will be much appreciated. 
  
Marc Al, Minnesota Honorary Consul for the Netherlands, is planning an early 
May gala celebration of the 25 years of the reign of Queen Beatrix.  NAAM has 
pledged support and participation in this event, slated to be held at the 
Minneapolis Institute of Arts in early May. 
  
Thank you to Andrew and Grietsje van Reeuwijk for editing and assembling this 
newsletter.  Thanks also to Jan Witte, who keeps the Web site 
(www.dutchclub.org) current with items of interest to the Dutch-American 
community in Minnesota.  Thanks also to Dirk and Jocelyn van Toor, for hosting 
such a delightful gathering in their home on Feb. 19.   
  
Indeed, the great interest and participation by all NAAM members is appreciated, 
and keeps this association strong. 
  
Sincerely, 
Mark Boorsma 
�
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In Memoriam 
�
Bonnie, Tony van de Weghe’s wife and John van de Weghe, Tony’s youngest brother, lost their battles 
against cancer on December 23, 2004 and September 10, 2004 respectively. Bonnie was diagnosed with 
metastatic gastric cancer and John with lymphoma. Both fought their diseases courageously, without 
complaining. I will miss Bonnie forever after 44 years of marriage. Bonnie’s and John’s friends and 
relatives in the US, as well as in The Netherlands will miss them greatly. Tony thanks members of NAAM for 
their outpouring support, heartfelt gratitude’s and thoughtfulness more than words can ever say. 
 
A. van der Weghe 
�
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