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President’s Message 
Dear members and friends of NAAM, 
 
The new Board of the Netherlands American Association of Minnesota hopes all 
members, family and friends had a happy Christmas and we wish you a good 2007. 
 
Approximately 175 members enjoyed a superb Indonesian dinner and a very productive 
annual meeting. Among other business several changes to the bylaws where approved, 
expanding the board to 9 members and reducing a required 3 year term to a minimum of 
one year of service.  
  
After 9 years of leadership by President Mark Boorsma, the new 9 member board got its 
first challenge with the Dutch America Heritage Day and the Sinterklaas celebration. Both 
occasions where well attended and enjoyed by all. 
We'd like to thank Jenneke Oosterhoff and Ray Wakefield for organizing the heritage day 
and for giving us the opportunity to honor Bonnie Kuipers Danielson, Carla Leebens and 
Mark Boorsma for their contribution to NAAM over the years. Our thanks also goes to 
Grietsje van Reeuwijk and her volunteers for organizing the KLM children’s choir and the 
Sinterklaas celebration. Sint Nicolaas and the Zwarte Pieten have made a deep impression 
on all of us and we sincerely hope they can find time in their busy traveling schedule to 
visit us again next year. They where positively wonderful and made a true believer out of 
me. 
 
We understand that more and more people prefer to get their club information via the 
Internet so we are starting to investigate the possibility of receiving the NAAM 
Newsletter on line for those who prefer that.  A new NAAM brochure that works hand in 
hand with our website is also in the works. 
 
Keep an eye out for The Nederlandse Societeit (our borrel get together) in new format 
somewhere in St. Paul. Cheers for 2007! 
 
Yours,  
Albertjan Planten Vanafton 
President NAAM     
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Travel the World without a Passport at the  
2007 Festival of Nations 

May 3, 4, 5 & 6 
RiverCentre 

Downtown St. Paul 
�

The Festival of Nations is one of the nation's largest and 
longest-running multi-ethnic events.  It showcases Minnesota's ethnic diversity, 

celebrates ethnic traditions and encourages ethnic understanding 
Taste food from around the world – buy souveniers – kids activities – watch 

dance and music shows 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
Contact a boardmember for opportunities 
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A little chat with Demi 
 
Hi, my name is Demi van Reeuwijk and I am 8 years old.  I am going to elementary school in Eagan. I am a 
3rd grader and my favorite subject at school is Reading.  I was born in the Netherlands and moved to the 
United States when I was 4. We speak Dutch at home and frequently watch Dutch TV (BVN). I'm taking 
Dance classes and Piano lessons and I also like craft projects. I love all types of cats i.e. lions, tigers, pet cats 
etc. My favorite book series about cats are the Warrior books from Erin Hunter. These books are fantasy 
books about different cat clans. Below is a little story I wrote.  
 

A friend for Dog  
A dog was walking along, all alone with no friends. He saw a cat and he chased it and the cat screamed 
''stop''. The dog Fluffy stopped and cat said ''don't do this to me''. Fluffy said; do you want to be my friend? 
Sure said Whisky the cat and she ran away to get her other friends. She came back with Coco, Jack and 
Rusty. The dog said wow! They all went together for a walk. They came on the ice. They said it is okay but 
Fluffy fell through the ice. HELP screamed Fluffy. Rusty looked and closed his eyes and jumped in the 
water. Rusty could not swim so well either in the cold water. The two animals struggled for help. A little girl 
came and she saw the animals. She got a rope and threw it into the water. The animals grabbed on and she 
pulled them to shore. She brought them to her house and asked the pets were they lived. They said they did 
not have a home. You can live with us said the mom and the girl. 
�
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Eight children sang at the Sinterklaas party of 
NW/KLM HQ in Eagan in front of 500 people.  The 7 
“Pietjes” and Sinterklaas’s favorite song is “Zie ginds 
komt de stoomboot…” 
 
From Left to Right: Karyanne, Dylan, Erin, Caitlin, 
Quinten, Marit, Demi and Anet.  
 
The kids were spoiled with treats and provided a 
memorable and cultural experience for the NW/KLM 
staff. 
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�  Children busy with beads 
�  The choir helps with singing “Sinterklaas” songs 

and gets the “volume” up 
�  Sint & Hoofdpiet are chatting with the kids 
�  Sinterklaas had some questions for “naughty” 

adults as well – Here Tony v/d Weghe was asked 
if he behaved well all year �  

�  Sinterklaas and his new “Mijter”  
�  Two “Pieten” in their new outfits 
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�Op zaterdag 2 december kwam Sinterklaas alle kinderen bezoeken in Minneapolis. 
 Sinterklaas had dit jaar weer 5 zwarte Pieten meegenomen! Een aantal Pietjes hadden zich speciaal voor 
deze gelegenheid nieuwe kleding aangemeten. Ook Sinterklaas droeg een prachtige nieuwe mijter. Dit jaar 
kwamen met Sinterklaas mee: de meisjespiet, scooterpiet, minipiet, hoofdpiet en blauwepiet. Hoofdpiet 
kwam op zijn schelter en had omdat hij jarig was een groot kado meegenomen voor de kinderen. Helaas 
struikelde zwarte piet en was het kado stuk .....of.... gelukkig waren er nog twee dozen. Deze twee dozen 
waren wel heel erg zwaar. Een aantal papa’s moesten helpen om de dozen naar binnen te brengen en wat zat 
erin? Maar liefst 4 zwarte pieten! Er moest natuurlijk ook gezongen worden en met behulp van het 
Sinterklaaskoor klonk dat uitstekend. De Pieten renden om het gebouw, strooiden pepernoten, konden heel 
mooi zingen en vlogen door de zaal op hun stepjes. Er waren knutselactiviteiten en spelletjes om te doen en 
marcepijn, pepernoten en speculaasjes stonden op de tafels om lekker van te snoepen. De zaal was mooi 
versierd met Sinterklaas en Piet decoraties en slingers. Klompen met wat hooi voor het paard stonden ook al 
klaar. De opzet van de zaal was iets verandert als een proef om te kijken of het luidspreker systeem zo beter 
werkte en Sint beter te verstaan zou zijn.  
 
Dank je wel Sinterklaas en zwarte Piet!, vergeet ons vooral volgend jaar niet! Ietwat pijnlijk was het voor 
Sinterklaas toen een kindje hem bedankte en aansprak als Santa! �  
�

�

Dutch American Heritage Day 
 

Thanks to Jenneke Oosterhof from the University of 
Minnesota for arranging a wonderful gathering again. 
Alison Kettering from Carleton College gave a 
presentation on Rembrandt van Rijn. In addition, the 
new chair of NAAM, Albertjan Planton Vanafton 
publicly recognized our 3 departing NAAM Board 
members and thanked them for their efforts. 
Left below: Albertjan thanks outgoing NAAM 
President Mark Boorsma (not on picture but also 
Bonnie and Carla, former NAAM Board members) 
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The New NAAM Board 
�
During the Annual Meeting our members agreed 
to expand the Board to 9 members. With 3 
members retiring that meant we needed 5 new 
Board members. True to NAAM’s spirit we had 5 
Board volunteers in record time. These are: 
Sander Biehn (Treasurer) 
Pamela Akkerman (Secretary) 
Kathryn Fakkeldij (Director) 
Benno Groeneveld (Director) 
Judith Koppen (Director) 
 
(Existing Board members) 
Albertjan Planton Vanafton (President) 
Andrew van Reeuwijk (Vice President) 
Liz Beelaerts (Director) 
Dirk van Toor (Director) 
 
The new Board is ready to serve our Members. 
Please see the last page for contact details or 
visit our website http://www.dutchclub.org/ 
 
We also THANK Mark Boorsma, Bonnie Kuipers 
and Carla Leebens for their years of gracious 
service to NAAM. 
� �

�

�

�

�

 
��
�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

In Memoriam 
 

I am sorry to have to inform you that my wife Ann 
Johansson past away on Nov 25 after a long battle with 
Alzheimer. We have been members of NAAM for a 
long time. 
Lennart Johansson  
 

In Memoriam 
 
Met diep leedwezen moeten wij u in kennis stellen van 
het overlijden van Joan C. Wheeler. Onze condolences 
gaan uit naar Kees Schot en de familie. Joan, we 
remember you as Klompendanser, as a fine actor and 
active NAAM member. We will miss your distinctive 
laugher and positive world view. We admire your 
courage throughout your illness. 
�
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Membership dues are due for 2007. If you 
have not already paid for 2007 please do so 
now by remitting to:  
NAAM c/o Sander Biehn 
362 Hall Ave, St. Paul MN 55107 

Dutch Jokes – ‘Moppen’ 
�
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The NAAM Photographer 
Ever wondered who the lady was behind the 
camera at the Sinterklaas Party? Well, that was 
me, Liz Beelaerts. I am a general board 
member since the annual meeting in 2005. So 
maybe you recognize my name, because I did a 
lot of the calling for Festival of Nations 2006! 
Thanks again, to all the people who were 
willing to volunteer right away for this big 
event. You made the calling process a lot 
easier for me. And, you might get me on the 
phone again during the spring of 2007... 
Besides being responsible for the ‘calling’! I 
am looking forward to capture events. I got the 
title 'Official Photographer' during our last 
board meeting on upcoming events. The 
pictures I take will be used for the Newsletter 
and for our website. My goal will be to have 
the pictures on the website within two weeks 
after the event. When you have questions or 
when you do not want your pictures published, 
please let me know on the spot, by email (see: 
website) or by phone (612-236-4819). And a 
last question for all of you: please send 
me your best pictures after being at an event! 
Thanks!  
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