Spring is in the air!

We as Minnesotans and Wisconsinites are proud mofvouer hardiness but by this time
I've really had enough of long underwear and wdikle to see green grass instead of a
white lawn. Talking about spring brings me to twapbrtant club activities, namely, the
celebration of the Queens birthday and the Festi/lations.

For people not familiar with the Netherlands and special relationship with the House
of Orange, the concept of Kings and Queens otlzar Borias and the queens and
princesses of St. Paul remains difficult to underdt | often get the question, “Oh, when
is she coming” like, in the morning or the afternobthink the way The Netherlands and
the Royal Family interact is so typical Nederlaraty] the impressions of the way the
British handle their situation so well publicizédat it's practically impossible to explain
the Dutch ways with its careful and graceful batahetween formal and informal. We
hope you can attend this years Queensday celebmtiGunday April 28 from 3-6pm

in Minnetonka. See more details in this Newsledtsdl on our website.

Our preparation for the Festival of Nations is weitlerway. Bonnie Danielson our
F.O.N. Chair, and David and Marilyn Boorsma for Bigtch café and the Klompen
dancers are all well prepared. | would like to tawou to take part in this unique multi-
national celebration and volunteer to help outim Dutch café. How? You will get a call
from a club member who will ask you to volunteed aou get an orange card in the mail
informing you about the Festival of Nations. Enjbg Festival by volunteering!

Spring is in the air and with it comes change. Weatecided to alter the NAAM logo, and
with the change comes a wonderful new club broghesedy for its first use at the
Festival of Nations.

On a separate note | would once again like to pmibthat we are an organization that
welcomes all people in our midst who feel or wanbanection with Dutch culture, Dutch
language or any thing else Dutch for that mattee.l@¥e to hear from you!

Yours,
Albertjan Planten Vanafton President NAAM
!
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The Festival of Nations and NAAM

Volunteering for the Festival of Nations (May 32807 at RiverCentre in Saint Paul) is a fun andadeay

to give back to the community and to the club. Wkeit's frying patat or oliebollen, dipping cregmaffs in
chocolate, or serving eager customers, whetheledisiing and performing a new dance step to hedpemt
and promote Dutch folkdance, or whether it's cagllvolunteers and licking stamps and envelopes, your
hours as a volunteer are needed and desired.v&legtiunteering is the backbone of the club, suppg it

and allowing it to stand firmly as a part of theim\Zities and Minnesota community.

Many years ago, preparation for the Festival ofiodat meant practicing riding bicycles while wearing
klompen. NAAM doesn’t ask that level of dedicatimom its volunteers for the Festival these daysd,the
participation of current members is crucial and am@nt to the financial health and long term sigbdf the
club’s existence. Fifty-eight percent of NAAM’s @® income was earned by way of NAAM’s involvement
at the Festival (by comparison, membership duesiged 39% of 2006 income). These funds enable
NAAM to serve its members in a variety of ways,lsas the newsletter, the Web site, and the undangri

of costs for NAAM events throughout the year. WEhihe picture of post-WWII NAAM children in their
Dutch costumes and klompen circling the dance padoce area on their bicycles, handlebars twindd wi
flowers, is an enchanting one, the vision of futpaeticipation of NAAM volunteers is equally capting.

Festival of Nations rules require participating e to balance the financial aspect with artistic o
informative ones. To be able to present a cafébawaar area, NAAM must also provide a cultural
presentation of dance or exhibit. The Dutch dagroeip is greatly appreciated for annual performarate
the Festival, which allows NAAM to participate alsith a café. Lacking willing volunteers to orgaaithe
exhibit portion of the Festival this year, NAAM waset able to present a cultural exhibit for 2007would

be wonderful to be able to participate again is #@ction of the event in future years, especsifige there
have been such engaging (and at times, award-vgheixhibits in the past. Topics have ranged frowér
auctions, Koninginnedag, Alkmaar cheese marketcémal system in the Netherlands, to children’s ggm
weddings, costumes (hats and caps), and even ftedéntocht.

The Festival of Nations has been in existence Ipotiggn many realize — since 1932. It has beeredtag
various formats and at various intervals. For aopleof time it was held every three years ratlianton a
yearly basis, and it was even suspended for agefititme during WWIl. NAAM has had a long histaoy
participation, thanks to volunteers like you. Tro# call of people who have given freely of théme is
extensive. Over a hundred volunteers participatdé gear, and each one is deeply appreciated.

NAAM’s participation in the Festival has long indied a café presenting Dutch treats. The menu dénve
the café over the years has featured patat, appeghdts, Dutch potato salad, zebra sandwichessehee
cookies, licorice, candies, coffee and milk. Samteoductions were wildly successful, such as theam
puff introduced by Hans and Lydia Riem; while othetempts like kroketten proved less practical to
implement.

The adult and children folkdance program has akenba consistent part of the Dutch contributioth®
Festival of Nations. In the 1980’s and 1990’s,albaend Jannie Schuyt provided leadership for thétad
dance group, now instructed by Christopher Yae@igrder Florence Hart’s direction, the “Dutch” chigda’s
dance group sometimes has been comprised complgtebgottish children, but of course children from
Dutch-American background are encouraged to jarfan. If any adult or child would like to joindhldance
groups, please contact Christopher Yaeger (6123532) or Florence Hart (612-789-90069ntinued ...)




Festival of Nations...continued

(continued from previous pagd)have begun to compile some historical recordho$e who have participated as
volunteers for NAAM in the Festival of Nations. yibu have any information, recollections, intenggti
anecdotes, etc. you may phone me (612-721-165%gikeme (mjdanielson54D @peoplepc.conor write
me, Bonnie Kuipers Danielson, at 3116 Bloomingtare &., Minneapolis, MN 55407.

If you have previously volunteered at the Festofd\ations, you already know how much fun it is.
If you have not yet participated, consider makingyhN2007 your first experience with this great oppoity
to volunteer!

Klompen Maker — The Clog Maker

Our very own Klompenmaker! For those who do notviknihe Klompenmaker was an important person i
the “old” days of the Netherlands. This person @e&and crafted wooden shoes, also known as clogs.

Traditional clogs were made out of willow or poplawod and are both seen as a form of national dmeds
normal footwear in some parts of the Netherlan@xaBse of this, Dutch people are sometimes called
cloggies, that is, clog-wearers. In Dutch, clogslkarown as klompen. The traditional, all woodentdbu
clogs have been officially labelled as safety shpassing European standards for the CE mark Vyitigf
colours. Today, Dutch clogs are available in manyist shops. Wearing clogs is considered to béthea
for the feet.

Fortunately for us, we do not need to fly to Hollado get our own pair of clogs. Mr Bob Siegler viié at
the FON this year again. Bob has been doing theesl970 with a lot of support from the many Dutch
friends. From 1990 to 2005 sales were steady, giegabout 60 pairs per day sold during the FelstMani
clogs do even better and Bob has handcrafted alisinsince 1969!

Bob also has a Craft Museum at 11458 N. LagunaBguon, WI. Tel. 262 242-1571. Programs include
Clog carving, Ice Harvesting Story, Stories, Comdaigncing, 40’s and 50’s Movie and Musical Memorie
and much much more!
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FREE ENTRY FOR FESTIVAL OF NATIONS

The NAAM volunteers over the years have formedidhekbone of NAAM's success and we are grateful for
all their contributions. This year is no exceptibiAAM needs many volunteers for the various adeegit
again. In particular volunteers are needed forefuerience necessary):

Festival of Nations (Café duties like preparingdesmacks like fries and cream puffs or serving eage
customers and much more!)
The Klompenmaker could always use a good pair nfisd@o assist during the FON

As you have read elsewhere in the Newsletter, @i I5 a major revenue generator for NAAM besides
being a whole lot of fun as well. All volunteersegévefree vouchersfor FON includingfree parking.
Please call Judith Koppen-Halvorson at 952-657-1dr4any other Board member (see last page for tel.
numbers).




Consul Contact Information

For diplomatic assistance from the Dutch governmiaentuding passport and visa applications, asst&an the event of
hospitalization while vacationing in the U.S., oitihe event of arrest or incarceration, you maytacn

Marc A. Al, Honorary Consul

Consulate of the Kingdom of the Netherlands

4200 IDS Center

80 South Eighth Street

Minneapolis, MN 55402

Tel.: (612) 371-5790 (office) (emergency numbeeslated on the voicemail

e-mail: consul@minnesotaconsul.nl

Appointments are available on Wednesdays betweé#ha®8m. and noon (by advance appointment only)

or

Consulate-General of the Kingdom of the Netherlands

303 East Wacker Drive, Suite 2600

Chicago, IL 60601

Tel.: (312) 856-0110 (24-hour emergency numbegdisted on the voicemail)
www.cgchicago.org

e-mail:chi@minbuza.nl
Passport and visa hours: every weekday betwedha@m. and 12:30 p.m., except on Dutch and U.Sd&yd (no

appointment necessary)

Koninginnedag / Queen's Day Celebration on Sundaypril 29th, 2007

Come to NAAM'’s celebration Sunday, April 29th, 2007
Time: 3-6PM
Place: The Club Room at The Cliffs of Minnetonka
12300 Marion Ln W - one block past thislding
Minnetonka, MN 55305
RSVP would be appreciated but not required: Papsaltkerman@comcast.rmat952 217-5963

Buffet/salads/music/drinks/snacks/sandwiches and a&fts for the kids will all be available
Free entrance for NAAM Members

! " # $

Queen's Day on April 30 (or celebrated on Aprili2$he 30th is Sunday) is a national holiday in thetherlands. It starteg
as a celebration of the Dutch monarchy. The holidayelebrated on this date because it was thiedaiyt of Queen Julian
(1909-2004). When Queen Beatrix succeeded Juliarz0oApril 1980, she decided to keep the holidaydpnl 30. The

“vrijmarkt” is a fun and popular event for kids aadults, similar in concept to a “garagesale”.




Favorieten / Favorite Websites from a NAAM Member

Een leven zonder computer is bijna niet meer veatellen. Een leven met computer maakt het hetéer
contact met familie en het onderhouden van vriemggpen op afstand zoveel gemakkelijker. Ook kui
veel sneller op de hoogte zijn van actueel Nedddamneuws. Waarom? Naast het e-mailen en de web
hier een aantal handige web-adressen:

www.bol.com(voor het sturen van geboorte- en verjaardagskpetoponder hoge verzendkosten)
www.fleurop.nl(om een bloemetje uit Amerika (?!) te laten beeargn Nederland bij een verhuizing of
andere belangrijke gebeurtenis)

www.kodak.nl(om foto’s naar familie en vrienden te sturen)

www.tntpost.nl(om bijv. met hun fotoservice een kerstkaart teest)

Binnen mijn favorieten-lijst heb ik natuurlijk oclites opgenomen, welke voor een Nederlander (nzet)ge
woonachtig in het buitenland, handig zijn:

www.wereldkids.nl(wereldomroep, voor en door Nederlandstalige kiexevereldwijd)
www.scholieren.confchatten, boekverslagen, werkstukken, artikelesr ggholieren)
kids.kennisnet.n{spelletjes, verhaaltjes etc. voor kinderen)

www.jannekes.e(inederlandse recepten)

www.bvn.nl(de publieke televisiezender voor Nederlandefginbuitenland)
www.uitzendinggemist.nfspreekt voor zich)

Aangezien ik een zwaar vermoeden heb dat er ndgnesr handige web-adressen zijn, wil ik u het
volgende vragen:

Kunt u uw lijst met favorietenaan mij doorgeven per email? (elisabeth@dutchclubrg)

Zodoende kunnen we e®&lAAM favorietentlijst opstellen en publiceren op de NAAM-website. Addén
zullen dan kunnen profiteren van uw tips en ideddwAst bedankt,

Elisabeth Beelaerts

Recommended reading - Dutch history

Jonathan I. Israel, The Dutch Republic, Its rBeatness, and Fall,1477 - 1806.

Simon Schama, The embrassment of Riches.

M. van Nieuwkerk, The financial power of the Nethads through the ages.

F. Boxer The Dutch seaborn Empire (second-haroknation via Internet)

R. de Burnchurch, An outline of Dutch History (sed hand)

M. Bowen, God and the King, Defender of the Fg#rond hand) | will maintain, God and the King.
Edward Vallance, The glorious revolution (1688tBim's Fight for Liberty under command of the Dutch
William 111, king-stadholder.

G. Parker, Spain and the Netherlands, The DutstolRdEurope in crisis 1598 - 1648 (second hand)
Frank e. Huggett, The Dutch Connection, 1982 (sdduand)

K.H.D. Haley, The Dutch in the Seventeenth Centlihames and Hudson, London 1972.

H.H. Rowen (ed.) The Low Countries in Early Mod&imes, macmillan, London, 1972.

G.J,. Renier, The Dutch nation, an historical gti@44 (second hand)

J.A. Veraart, Holland, MaxcDonald & Co, London4#9second hand).

To find second hand books, you can try "wvantigbook.comor www.boekwinkeltje.nl

N je
cam,




Dutch dairy farmers moving to the
Midwest

John Huntjens just wants to milk cows. But the
government in his native Netherlands had other
ideas, it wanted most of his family’s farmland to
turn it into a protected nature area.

So four years ago Huntjens sold his milk quota and
the family farm and moved to Wood Lake,
Minnesota (due west of the Twin Cities, near the
South Dakota border), where he currently runs a
350-cow operation.

Foreign farmers like Huntjens generally move to the
US with a substantial amount of money. One way of
obtaining residency in the country is making an
investment of at least $500,000 tot $1 million. But
that gets the immigrant only a temporary, but
renewable, investor’s visa.

If a dairy farmer wants to qualify for permanent
residency, obtaining a so-called “green card,” he o
she has to meet a number of additional conditions,
including providing work for at least 10 legal
workers.

Huntjens’ move wasn’'t as smooth as one would
imagine. For example, when he bought his farm, he
technically broke a 1971 Minnesota law that barred
foreigners from owning land. The law was based on
fears that foreigners coming in and buying land
would increase prices and create unfair competition
for the ‘native’ dairy farmers.

In 2004 the law was changed, grandfathering in
Huntjens and four other Dutch farmers in

Minnesota. But restrictions remain: foreigners can
own no more than 1,500 acres and have to actively
try to obtain a “green card” within three years.

Since the immigration bureaucracy — especially
since 9/11 — makes it impossible to complete fddera
immigration procedures within that time, the law

also grants the Minnesota Commissioner of
Agriculture the power to extend that period.

Next year, the first three-year period will be up.
Current Minnesota Agriculture Commissioner Gene
Hugoson is in favor of extending the time foreign
dairy farmers can stay if they haven't received a
green card yet. But if there is a change in the
administration in St. Paul, a new commissioner
might have a different opinion.

Minnesota could use more dairy farmers. In the last
10 years, the state has lost a substantial nunfber o
dairy farms, dropping from 11,000 in 1996 to 5,800
in 2005, according to Minnesota Agricultural
Statistics. The state lost more than 100,000 cows,
from 583,000 in 1996 to 453,000 in 2005.

But efforts to expand existing farms, let alonengri

in new large farms — either from other states omfr
abroad — are stymied by the current judicial review
process, lack of consistent permitting rules and
challenges by townships and organizations.

Bob Levebvre, executive director of the Minnesota
Milk Producers Association in St. Cloud, says his
group welcomes new dairy farmers. But he thinks
the state should not be actively looking to bring i
people from outside at this point. “We shouldtfirs
strengthen the existing infrastructure and help our
existing dairy producers,” before welcoming
outsiders.

Minnesota’s protective stance is markedly different
from Wisconsin and South Dakota, just to name two
examples. Case Dorresteyn, a Dutchman in
Madison, Wisconsin, has already helped about a
dozen Dutch farmers move to the state and is
frequently called upon to lead tours of prospective
Western European immigrants looking to move to
the New World. He says Wisconsin welcomes
outsiders and is even working with federal
immigration authorities to make it easier for fgrei
investors to obtain green cards.

In South Dakota, another Dutchman, Joop Bollen,
has been working with the state for a couple of
years helping bring in foreigners. “We currently

have almost 20 European dairy farmers, and two
(continued on next page)




(continued from previous page)
Canadians in the state,” he says. They work farms
with between 700 and 1400 cows.

Foreign investors and farmers moving in from other Children’s Corner
states might be one reason the decline in cow

numbers in South Dakota has turned around. The

state had 115,000 milk cows in 1996, according [to Seven Days

the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics By Caya McFalls, NAAM member
Service. That number reached a low of 7,900 (in

2004 but has since increased to 8,100 on January & took me seven days to get used to the Netheslahd

2006. The smell of an airplane still clinging to my cloth
Of burnt toast at 11:00 in the morning
Bollen recently expanded his activities to include Of old mothballs in my closet

Asian investors. These are not necessarily dajry Of 23 wet children sitting in a small classroom.
farmers but they put a lot of money into operations
of local farmers. An average operation using Asian  The sight of a windmill outside my window
money, milks about 2,000 cows and one group |is Of the rough, blue, wall-to-wall carpet that cowkrg

currently building an 8,600 cow dairy. Bollen says the stairs

that projects built or being built using Asian mgne Of old air-freshener hanging onto the wallpaper
starting from mid-2005, will result in an additidna covered walls

20,000 cows. Of light rails whizzing by on the road.

Three Summary points: The sound of my brother making “soup” in the sipk
- Minnesota restricts foreign dairy farmers to 0,50 Of my old, rusty bike as | biked along the
acres and a three-year (renewable) residence permit cobblestone road

- to qualify for an investor’s visa immigrants need Of my mom chatting with my grandma, then

to invest at least $500,000 to $1 million in thejr laughing out loud

operation. Of my sister counting the Asian elephants on her
- Foreign investors have contributed at least 20,00 floor.

cows to the South Dakota dairy herd.
The taste of cheese fondue with bread
Benno Groeneveld Of rainwater as | caught it in my mouth on the way

: . to school
Does the following sounds familiar? Of *gebakjes” at my grandparent’s house

| speak English but my partner is Of apple pancakes for dinner.
Dutch, or vice versal!

The feel of dust clogging in my throat

We would like to speak more Dutch in the | ¢ g hurns from sliding down the stairs on my|
house... | would like to teach my children Dut¢h back

but I can not speak it... My Dutch partner doegn’t Of damp earth beneath my feet as | walk along
speak Dutch to the kids... path

Of being near my loving relatives.

If you would like to meet other families in the
same situation to set up play dates or have other
ideas, please send an email to the Editor jand
we’ll bring interested parties into contact with
each other.Andrew@dutchclub.org




Esther’'s Column

OVER VEILIG VOELEN

Onlangs is er in Nederland een jongetje van 8 jaar
vermoord...

Gewoon... op school. Als moeder van (onder
andere) een 8 —jarige, voelde ik mij in zekere zin
betrokken bij dit drama. Gelijk komt er de behoefte
aan vergelijken boven (het zal de expat in mij)zijn
Ik denk al snel aan de schietpartien op
Amerikaanse highschools. Erg genoeg! Maar een
kind dat omgebracht wordt op een lagere school...
in Nederland?

Ik denk even terug aan onze tijd in Philadelphia.
Erin werd daar destijds 3 jaar en ging voor hesteer
naar preschool. The Holy Trinity Nursery School,
een hele mondvol. De sweater die ze van die school
kreeg, draagt ze nog altijd erg graag.

Toen wij daar met haar naartoe gingen om te kijken,
maakte de school een “gesloten” indruk op ons.
Totaal het tegenovergestelde van wat we in NL
gewend waren. We moesten in de eerste plaats
aanbellen om de school in te kunnen en vervolgens
werden de deuren geopend, lees: van het slot
gedraaid en achter ons weer gesloten.

In Nederland waren we het gewend dat iedereen
eigenlijk zo naar binnen kan lopen. Bij Anet ben ik
nog wel eens “bang” geweest dat zij halverwege de
dag zelf de school zou verlaten omdat ze naar huis
wilde. De leslokaaltjes maakten eveneens een erg
“open” indruk op mij. Zij hoefde alleen een trap af
te lopen en ze was buiten...

II+’$+II

Dit was uitgesloten bij de HTNS, er waren in het
verleden problemen geweest met bijvoorbeeld:
gescheiden ouders en ontvoeringen die daar nog wel
eens uit voortvloei(d)en. Ik schrok een beetje toen
ik Erin voor het eerst naar de HTNS bracht. De
deuren die achter mij gesloten werden... Ik wishto
niet goed wat ik er van moest vinden. Het schrok
mij ook een beetje af. Zo van: waar zijn we in
hemelsnaam beland? Gebeuren dat soort “wilde”
dingen hier allemaal? En: is het wel vertrouwd? Een
averechts effect dus! Een juf stond in de
deuropening bij het ophalen van de kinderen en
hield nauwlettend in de gaten wie de school
binnenkwam.

Kinderen die onverwachts door anderen worden
opgehaald, zonder dat de school daar door de
ouders in gekend is, gaan niet mee! Strenge regels
vond ik dat toen, nu geeft het me een veilig gevoel
Oftewel: ik begin mijn mening te herzien...

Het vrije gevoel van het binnenlopen bij de kleuter

elo basisschool in Nederland zal aangetast zijn...
Misschien moet Nederland ook overgaan tot het
hebben van een kantoor, waarbij je een naamplaatje
moet ophalen om rond te mogen lopen in school. En
waarbij je je naam moet opschrijven, zodat bekend
is dat jij daar bent. Geen enkele “onbekende” kan
(in principe) ongestoord een school betreden, laat
staan ...

Een veilig gevoel...

Esther

Membership dues are due for 2007. If you have letady paid for 2007 pleasf
do so now by remitting to (see page 9):
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Member Interests:

Ruurd Schoolderman & Jenny Jensen, NAAM members in
Duluth, recently started a tour company for farsili@ith
young children, Global Family Adventures. Their oy
include childcare for kids ages 1-7 so parents garfor a
long bike ride or out to dinner in the Netherlaraisfor a
longer rainforest hike or whitewater rafting in @o®Rica.
Family activities are also included. In June, GloBamily
Adventures offers a Bike & Barge Tour of northefn
Netherlands (Ruurd's old stomping grounds). Pldasle
them spread the word by sending your friends tar the
website:

http://www.globalfamilyadventures.com/
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