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Presidents Message 
 
Dear Members of the Dutch Club NAAM, 
 
I start this message a bit more formally than usual because of all the hefty 
stuff I need to talk about. So, dear members of NAAM, shortly the annual 
meeting is upon us on the 20th of October. And yes, because schools are 
closed we tried so hard to change the date that we almost did not have the 
venue nor the famous Indonesian dinner.  So please join us on the 20th for 
the best dinner of the year! 
 
A new club year will soon begin with some very cool new activities and 
that means hands are needed to make them a reality. This winter we will 
gather on the ice with a “koek en zopie kraam”, warm chocolate, soup and 
cookies for a skating afternoon with the kids and grown-ups. Dear 
volunteer let us know you want to help although a date is not yet set. The 
Dutch American Heritage Day with a wonderful program is planned by 
Jenneke for the 15th of November. And of course Sinterklaas will come 
and visit us on the 2nd of December and with your help it will be a 
memorable occasion.   
 
Indonesian Cooking classes will start soon with Elly Mettler and associates 
as the Indonesian cuisine experts. This class will fill up soon so get your 
name in on the list. This coming summer we hope to represent the 
Netherlands at the Grand Old Days in St Paul. Please, get ready to swing 
into action for some fun and man the stand! The Dutch borrel at Frost’s 
every 3rd Thursday of the month, starting September the 20th is ramping 
up. Get ready to volunteer by coming! We need that bar filled with happy 
members. First drink is on the club!  
 
And now the big one! The board needs 3 members to step forward to keep 
NAAM humming along. If my experience of 6 years on the board counts 
for anything, it is very rewarding, important and enjoyable. Step forward to 
help lead and direct this organization for a year or more with you insight, 
experience and humor. For volunteering please contact the NAAM board 
by Email (see www.dutchclub.org), phone (see last page of newsletter) or 
letter (PO Box 7413 St.Paul,MN 55107). Thank you! 
 
Please, enjoy a wonderful Indonesian dinner and a short meeting on the 
20th of October. 
 
See you there, 
���������������1���+���  

�

 
 

Piñata 
Summer Picnic 
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IMPORTANT CONSULATE INFORMATION 
 
The Netherlands Consulate in Minneapolis has undergone several changes recently, including a change in 
address.  The temporary new address is set forth below.  Effective June 1, visa applications are no longer 
accepted at the Consulate in Minneapolis.  All visa applications are processed by the Consulate General in 
Chicago only (information below). 
 
Questions regarding both visa and passport issues should be directed to the Netherlands Front Office, which 
is available from 7 a.m. through 7 p.m. (Central) Monday through Friday at 1-877-388-2443 (toll free) or via 
e-mail at nfo@dutchhelp.com. 
 
Passport applications may be submitted at the Consulate General in Chicago from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
(Central) Monday through Friday, except on Dutch or U.S. national holidays.  As a service to Dutch citizens 
in Minnesota, North and South Dakota, Nebraska, Iowa, and Wisconsin, the Consulate in Minneapolis will 
accept passport applications once a month.  During the summer, applications will be accepted at the NAAM 
picnic on Sunday July 22 from 2 p.m. until 4 p.m. at Pavilion 2A of 3M’s Tartan Park Recreational Facility, 
and on Saturday, August 11 from 9:00 a.m. to noon at Como Park Lutheran Church, 1376 Hoyt Avenue 
West, Saint Paul, MN  55108 (free street parking and off-street parking at Lexington and Hoyt).  Application 
days in other months will be determined soon, and can be obtained from the Netherlands Front Office (1-877-
388-2443 or nfo@dutchhelp.com). 
 
The Consulate in Minneapolis remains available for emergencies, including issuance of emergency travel 
documents and assistance in the event of arrest, incarceration, illness, and death.  Additionally, proof-of-life 
and proof-of-residency statements may be obtained in Minneapolis, and the office will continue to handle 
local economic, trade, cultural, and diplomatic affairs. 
 
Contact information: 
Marc A. Al, Honorary Consul 
Consulate of the Kingdom of the Netherlands 
c/o Stoel Rives LLP 
100 South Fifth Street  (temporary until approximately January 2008) 
Suite 1900 
Minneapolis, MN  55402 
(612) 373-8831 (Consulate general number) 
(612) 373-8801 (Dutch-citizen emergencies and law enforcement only; additional emergency numbers  
are available from the Consulate General in Chicago and the Netherlands Front Office) 
(612) 373-8881 (fax) 
consul@minnesotaconsul.nl 
 
Consulate General of the Kingdom of the Netherlands 
303 East Wacker Drive 
Suite 2600 
Chicago, IL  60601-5297 
(877) 388-2443  (Netherlands Front Office) (toll free) 
nfo@dutchhelp.com  (Netherlands Front Office) 
(312) 856-0110  (Consulate General telephone) 
www.cgchicago.org 
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NAAM EVENTS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DUTCH AMERICAN HERITAGE DAY 
 
Date:            November 15th, 2007  -  Dutch American Heritage Day 
Time:           5:00 to 9:00pm 
Location:     University of Minnesota - Upson Room in Walter Library 
Speaker:      Pascale Bos - University of Texas, Austin 
Title:            Breaking with Dutch WWII Taboos, or Reinforcing Cliches?  Verhoeven's  
                     Blackbook and its critical and audience reception in the Netherlands and  
                     the U.S. 
 
Catering for this event will be provided by Carla Leebens  
As always FREE and open to the public!  
 
�
 

�

Time:  
5pm is social hour 
6pm is meeting time�
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TWIN CITIES BOOK FESTIVAL 
Date:   October 13th, 2007 
Time:  10:00 to 5pm 
Location: Minneapolis Community & Technical College 
Website: http://www.raintaxi.com/bookfest/ 
 
Two Dutch writers: Kees 't Hart en Arjen Duinker will be present.  
�
�

DUTCH TV in the USA – FREE – NO SUBSCRIPTION 
 
Yes, this is possible! Please go to http://www.bvn.nl/ to read all about this! All that is needed is a one time 
purchase of a satellite receiver and elliptical antenna. For information about equipment needs visit 
http://www.globecastwtv.com/ or call ��


��

���

���
���
������
��	����  

BVN or BVN-TV  (het Beste van Vlaanderen en Nederland; the best of Flanders and the Netherlands - also 
called: het Beeld van Vlaanderen en Nederland; The image of Flanders and the Netherlands) is a public 
television channel for Dutch and Flemish viewers all over the world, part of the Netherlands Public 
Broadcasting. It is a cooperation between the Dutch and Flemish public television networks. This means the 
channel only broadcasts in Dutch. BVN-TV started as Zomer-TV (Summer-TV) in 1996 with programming 
from The Netherlands exclusively, after which BVN was established as a company. Originally the acronym 
BVN stood for Beste Van Nederland but since the Flemish Region contributes financially and programs of 
Flemish public broadcaster VRT are shown, BVN now caters to Dutch and Flemish viewers. BVN has grown 
out as a major television channel which can be viewed worldwide, gaining more countries to broadcast each 
year. 

In March 2007 BVN changed its schedule from 3 times 8 hour-programming to 2 times 12 hour-
programming, giving more room for popular Dutch evening shows, such as "Pauw & Witteman" and "De 
Wereld Draait Door". Other programming is listed below. 

·  BVN-Voetbal 
·  Studio NL Live 
·  Andere Ogen 
·  BVN-Weer 
·  NOS Journaal 
·  VRT Journaal 
·  Nova 

We often hear about people looking for ways to keep up their or their kids Dutch skills. Here’s a great 
way to accomplish that! 

* Another widely used option for Dutch TV programming is http://www.uitzendinggemist.nl/. Here one can 
watch many Dutch TV stations through the Internet. A great way to stay connected for those interested. 
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PRESS RELEASE 
  
"LOW COUNTRIES OF EUROPE" GENEALOGY LECTURE 
 
The Dakota County Genealogical Society invites you to attend an October 18 program meeting in South 
St. Paul.  Jay Fonkert, a specialist in Midwest and Dutch genealogy, will present a new lecture topic on 
genealogy in the Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg.  This illustrated talk is entitled "Tulips, Polders 
and Windmills" and will provide background on emigration to the Midwest and easily accessible 
resources for Dutch and Low Countries' genealogy, along with a colorful tour of this fascinating area of 
Europe. 
  
The program is free of charge to the public.  It will be held Thursday, October 18, 2007 @ 7PM, at the 
Dakota County Museum, 130 North Third Ave. in South St. Paul.  Contact Richard Thill for information  
(651-452-5926) or the museum for directions (651-552-7548). 
��

�

Moppen voor Kinderen 
 
·  Jantje zegt tegen Klaas: "Zeg eens heel snel 

achter elkaar: auto, auto, auto..." Klaas 
probeert het: "Auto, auto, auto, pffff...." 
Jantje zegt dat 'ie het beter kan en roept: 
"File!" 

 
·  Marie is in de vijver gevallen, en wordt 

gelukkig nog net op tijd gered door een 
voorbijganger. Die vraagt haar: "Kun je niet 
zwemmen?" "Jawel hoor," antwoordt Marie 
een beetje geschrokken, "maar op dat bordje 
staat Verboden Te Zwemmen!" 

 
·  Ma: "Hoe durf je tegen tante Ina te zeggen 

dat ze dom is? Zeg onmiddelijk dat het je 
spijt!" Pieter: "Tante, het spijt me 
verschrikkelijk dat u zo dom bent." 

 
 
·  Why did the golfer wear two pair of pants? 

In case he got a hole in one! 

 

·  Why did the math book go to the therapist? 

Because it had problems! 

 

 

NAAM SINTERKLAAS PARTY 
 
Date:     December 2nd, 2007   
Time:       2pm - Program 
Location: St. Andrew's Lutheran Church ELCA 
                13600 Technology Drive 
                Eden Prairie, MN  55344 
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MEMBER ENTRY – TONY v/d Weghe 
 

"Learning is Lifelong" 
by Dr. David Sweet ...1972 - Founder MSU in 1972 

 
Dr. Moselim introduced and became Director of the “Education for the elderly” at the University of St. 
Thomas in St. Paul in 1973. Since that time 69.000 people have been enrolled at the UST. The 
qualifications are: one must be 55 years and over at UST. There is a $55 charge per semester. UST will 
provide parking permit(s) for the parking lot on Cretin and Summit avenues. Semester courses range from 
Science, Auronautics, Romance languages, Music, Theology etc. totaling over 100 courses. Also, many 
daytime conferences ranging from religion, ancient history, politics, film etc. Semesters run from the last 
day of January until Mid May. Sister Marie Herbert has since Dr. Selim's retirement in 2004 taken over as 
director of the education for the elderly project. If applicable, I strongly suggest that you join UST’s 
program of the “old goat club”, I did in 1991. Your one billion nerve-cells in the brain including the 
endophines will reward you forever. If interested, please call Tony at: 
(651) 493-2389 at Scenic Hills, Garvais Chalet. I will be happy to introduce you to the proper staff on the 
UST’s St. Paul Campus. 
 
Tony van de Weghe 
1729 Gervais Ave 
Maplewood MN 55109 
(651)493-2389 
 
 

Alice Miller  has had another stroke and is at redeemer Nursing Home 3105 Lyndale Ave. SO - Room 1. 
This stroke has affected her left side and speech. She is 93 now and has struggled these last few years. A 
card or visit would mean a lot.  She states that she is half Dutch and that makes her tough.  She wants to 

walk again! 
 
Marianne Seekamp  
 
 

LOOKING FOR NEW NAAM BOARD MEMBERS 
  
Here is your opportunity to volunteer some of your time and to make a difference to our club – NAAM! 
We have had motivated and dedicated volunteers throughout NAAM’s existence and it’s been a rewarding 
opportunity for all volunteers. If you have an interest please contact a current Board member! The Board 
meets once per month. Board formation consists of Directors positions including Secretarial, Financial and 
Chair functions. The board is ultimately responsible for setting the direction of the organization, ensuring 
that the organization has appropriate and adequate resources, organizing (Dutch) events like the Picnic or 
Sinterklaas; and providing oversight. 
 
Without our volunteers it would be difficult to do the great things the club does. Volunteer today! 
�
�
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� NAAM SUMMER PICNIC 
 

    
 
 
 

   
 
 

   
 

   
 
 
��
�

A BIG thank you to all our volunteers who made this an enjoyable event for many. We had a 
record turnout. See you next year! 
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Esther’s Column 
 

ZOMERVAKANTIE  
 
Time flies when you’re having fun! De 
zomervakantie is weer voorbij. Onderwijl, moest ik 
regelmatig denken aan de de tijd dat Erin naar de 
kleuterschool ging. Dat was in NL. Ze was blij dat 
ze per 1 april van dat jaar eindelijk naar school 
mocht, maar al snel brak de zomervakantie aan. Zes 
weken! Inmiddels al gewend geraakt aan de 
dagelijkse routine van het-naar-school-brengen, 
halen-voor-de-lunch, weer terug naar school en 
s’middags nog een keertje ophalen, leek het me toen 
een eeuwigheid.   
 
Zes weken was het (maar) in NL en toen ik ervoor 
stond leek het me lang. En natuurlijk gingen we, net 
als iedereen, 2 weken naar Frankrijk. Het prettige 
van de zomervakantie in NL was wel dat kinderen 
gedurende het jaar vaker/langer vrij waren. 
Herfstvakantie, kerstvakantie, voorjaarsvakantie, 
paasvakantie, meivakantie. In Amerika zijn er de, 
min of meer, vrije dagen tussendoor: Labor Day 
(het inluiden van een nieuw (school)jaar), Memorial 
Day (het inluiden van de zomer), workshops voor 
docenten, Thanksgiving, Easter, winter en spring 
break. Beduidend minder dan we gewend waren. 
 
In Amerika is men het gewend om de kinderen op 
summercamps te doen. Deze zijn meestal erg duur. 
Maar men heeft weinig keus met 3 maanden 
zomervakantie, dus “het moet maar”. Dit geldt 
natuurlijk voornamelijk voor de ouderparen die 
beide werken. Maar er zijn ook schrijnende 
verhalen, bijvoorbeeld van het stel waarbij de 
moeder werkt en de vader werkzoekende was. Het 
was nog niet duidelijk of vader een baan zou vinden 
voor de vakantie begon, dus de kinderen opgeven 
voor dagopvang, was (nog) niet aan de orde. Maar 
wat als vader wel een baan zou vinden en de 
mogelijkheden voor dagopvang waren op? Een 

dubbel inkomen was voor dit gezin echter wel een 
“must”... 
 
Veel Nederlanders in Amerika gaan naar NL tijdens 
die lange periode en dat leek ons ook wel wat. 
Helaas was het dit jaar buitensporig duur en 
aangezien we iedereen mee wilden nemen, zou ons 
dat 5 tickets kosten en daarmee was het plan van de 
baan. Maar wel een mooie gelegenheid om de tijd te 
overbruggen. NL is natuurlijk prachtig in de zomer 
(wie wil er niet even een lekker koud witbiertje op 
een terrasje drinken?). En een aantal weken 
doorbrengen in alle rust met vrienden en familie, 
dat zou ideaal zijn geweest.  
 
We hebben de vakantie doorgebracht met voetbal 
voor de een, basebal voor de ander, en een 
combinatie van zomerscholen voor alledrie. 
Zodoende bleef eigenlijk alleen de maand augustus 
nog over. Warme dagen, waarbij je toch een beetje 
aangewezen bent op het zwembad of binnen bij de 
airco. Op het laatste moment hebben we zelf ook 
nog een vakantie geboekt... naar Lutsen, voor de 
meesten wel bekend denk ik. Vier uur rijden, lake 
Superior. Prachtig daar! 
 
De laatste 2 weken voordat de scholen weer 
beginnen komt er meestal een soort opleving: 
school supplies, nieuwe kleren voor het nieuwe 
schooljaar, een nieuwe rugtas... Hebben we nog 
gymschoenen die passen? Opwinding, welke 
“teacher” krijgt wie dit jaar? En wie worden 
klasgenootjes van wie?  
 
De zomervakantie is weer voorbij en daarmee 
eigenlijk ook de zomer... Een beetje weemoed 
overvalt me dan ook wel weer.  
 

Esther �  

 
��
�
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